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lived on in Mr. Canning, who resumed his interrupted tender-
ness for Roman Catholics with his distaste for restrictions
upon trade and even for negro slavery. This pious applica-
tion of the liberal notions of 1784 to the widening demands of
1822 made an odd patchwork; and his dutiful executor
performed the codicils without a particular regard for con-
sistency. The friend of Catholic Emancipation and Free
Trade suspended Habeas Corpus and opposed Reform. But
even these eccentricities scarcely impaired the novelty of
Mr. Canning, as he intruded blandly on the Tory mysteries.

Perpetually subordinate, Lord Palmerston sat on sedately
at the War Department. Attuned by thirteen years of
office, he sounded a decorous official note. But he could
regard the new minister with unusual sympathy, since he,
like Mr. Canning, inherited the opinions of Mr. Pitt. With
Mr. Pitt, he sat for Cambridge; with Mr. Pitt, he favoured
Catholic Emancipation. Mr. Canning had bravely sustained
that banner even in war-time; and Lord Palmerston, after
speaking in his independent vein upon the question in 1813,
had voted, silent but faithful, with those enlightened
minorities which Grattan and Canning led year by year
through the lobbies. This strange bias inclined him to
Mr. Canning, since on the Catholic question he had voted
steadily against his Tory colleagues for nine years. The
assiduous subordinate, who even shared his eccentric
opposition to Reform, shared his Catholic opinions. It
was a bond between them, Pittites both, which might make a
Canningite of Lord Palmerston.

A leg at Almack's or a gun at Chatsworth, much seen
in the fine world where ladies dressed in rich cashmeres,
" Lady C/s a white and Lady E.'s a scarlet, the wide borders
of the shawls making the flounce of the gown," he was no
less sedulous at the War Office. As the last echoes of his
great dispute with the military died away after thirteen years
of rich reverberation, the files of 1823 rejoiced in a brisk
revival of the conflict. An incautious discharge of army
clerks by the civilian branch provoked the battle. The
Duke of York, with prompt discourtesy, challenged the